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| can't believe it's already April and spring is around the corner! Most importantly, | am hon-
ored to be installed as Bremerton Elks 1181 Exalted Ruler on April 4, 2024. Please join me for
installation of our new officers at the lodge at 7:00 p.m. It will be Open Lodge, so your guests
are welcome to attend as well. Also April 6th marks our Inaugural Ball. Come join us for a great
sit-down meal, meet our new Officers and Trustees and dance the night away with a live band!

Also for those whom | have not met at the lodge, a little bio. My wife Cindy and | have lived in
the community for over 45 years, and just celebrated our 46" Wedding Anniversary. We have
been Elks for 8 years, me starting as the Lecturing Knight and serving in Loyal Knight and
Leading Knight Chair Officer roles the past 3 years.

When we have spare time we enjoy traveling and visiting other lodges, supporting our lodge

participating in events such as running the Joker's Wild game on Friday nights, working with
the Grounds Maintenance committee, supporting Lady of the Elks, and supporting our veterans at Retsil. You may have seen me
play in my band “Sub-Serious” at a lodge event, such as our Annual Halloween Party, or as one of your Volunteer bartenders on
Wednesday nights.

More on a personal note, we have a lovely daughter and son in-law and 3 wonderful Grandchildren in the area, whom you may
have seen at some of our Lodge events. Our grandsons love to play pool in the game room.

| am excited to be representing the leadership at our lodge. We have a great team of Officers and Trustees that are dedicated to
making our lodge the best it can be for our members. You will read or hear more later about my thoughts as to where the lodge
may be going in the future, about my personal charity and what my Motto will be. However | can tell you one thing that we focus
on: our members! Our lodge membership is growing, and we are going in the right direction financially, but we still need to

make sure we make well thought out decisions on how we spend our money in improvements and investments for the future.

We have lots of activities planned in April and May for all to enjoy. We'll be starting Mariner baseball in the lodge on Saturday
nights. Our Past Exalted Rulers (PER) will hold a Crab Feed on April 13th as well as having a Sunday champagne Bloody Mary
brunch on April 21°'. A Membership Drive is planned in early May with a Kentucky Derby theme.

We continue to work on keeping our lodge open longer with dance lessons continuing on Wednesday nights and a wide variety
of live music on the 2nd and 4th Friday nights of the month. Don't forget we have a suggestion box for your ideas, comments
and concerns.

| encourage you to attend a lodge meeting where you can participate in the discussions and decision making of our business.
Come to a Lodge event. Volunteer if you can. You, the members, make Bremerton 1181 OUR LODGE!

Ron Allman

New Lodge Year, New Possibilities.

Foin-tre—fun
\"A 4] .

Exalted Ruler Elect

"Mix a little foolishness with your prudence: It’s good

Happy April Fools day to be silly at the right moment” -Horace
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Chairman of the Board
Hi everyone,

The budget for the 2024-25 year has been reviewed and signed off by our higher
authorities, and accepted by the lodge. We are good for another year. | am still
hoping for warmer weather earlier verses later this year.

Another thank you to the LOE for backing the redo of our street sign, it was in need
of repairs. Painting the support frame should happen as soon as the weather
improves. We purchased new ceiling tiles for the kitchen area, and we will work on
refacing the kitchen floors. We are working on getting bids on both jobs. Ladies of
Elks has graciously set aside funds that should cover both jobs, so thank you for
doing this, it will make the kitchen look better, and easier to clean.

We really want all members of our lodge to volunteer for an hour or two each
month at the lodge to help keep the lodge affordable for all. Really please think
about what you can do to join in as a volunteer and help your lodge.

Remember if you are going to volunteer to handle food or work in the kitchen/bar
at a minimum you need a food handlers permit. | am more than happy to help
you get it.

Glen Bale

Chairman of the Board glenwbp@yahoo.com 360-689-2174

Chairman of the House

Hi everyone,

As usual, thank you to the staff and all the volunteers that help us out each week/
month. A special thank you to the decorating committee, they have been doing a
fabulous job making the Lodge look wonderful for events at the lodge.

We continue putting requests for volunteers in the weekly reminder, so if you think
you would like to share some of your time/talents, please look on the newsletter.
We have a volunteer coordinator and there is a link to signup genius and his contact
info if you want to do it that way. If you would like to help in the kitchen you will
need to take the food handlers training. Here is the link to apply for that:

https://kitsappublichealth.org/FoodSafety/food cards.php. The cost is $10.

We are doing pretty good on being open Wednesday evenings so in the next month
or so we are going to try opening on Tuesday evenings. First off, we need to get
volunteers lined up as Bartenders and barbacks, and plan activities for Tuesdays.
Hopefully we can get things rolling and make Tuesdays as successful as Wednes-
days.

Please look on the Monthly calendar and weekly reminders to see what bands are

coming for our listening enjoyment!

Glen Bale



Support the Lodge — GoFundMe
Account Active!!

Another way to support our Lodge is
available! We have posted a Go-
FundMe account for Members and the
community to donate. Please share
this via your social media channels
and help get the word out. You can
use the link below or go to Go-
FundMe and look up Bremerton Elks
to find it.
https://www.gofundme.com/{/
t8uag-bremerton-elks-lodge-needs

-your-help
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Elk of the Month

Bremerton Elks
Lodge #1181
recognizes Ann Seibert as our Elk of

RV Park Camp Host and, along with
job managing the park over the past

atmosphere and the feedback
received from campers has been out-

net income from the park has almost
tripled our expectations. Additionally,
she has supported our Dahlia Project
which not only brings in income from
sales but makes our park even more
inviting. We are lucky to have her!

Thanks

Download the MyElks
app for updates and all
the currentlodge
information

the Month for March 2024. Ann is our
her husband Ted, has done a fantastic

year. She provides a warm and inviting

standing. As a result of her efforts, our

A February Texas Hold’Em

Winners

1st place Randy Berg
2nd Lloyd Worster ‘
3rd Trevor Smith V

MEXICAN TRAIN EVERY

TUESDAY

Join us for a fun, popular,
game of Mexican Train (a
variation of Dominos), each
Tuesday of the month. Bar
and lunch purchases are
available at 11:15 am. Game
starts at noon. If you don't
know how to play, we can
teach you in a jiffy.

Jan and Ralph, Chairs




Up To Date Elks National Foundation Grant Information:

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Beacon Grant - the shopping and donating was such huge helping hand to the
Bremerton Backpack Brigade. We donated a combined grand total of 873.7 POUNDS of Food and 291 backpacks!!! We had one
receipt that was over 7 FEET LONG!! And all the items donated to the Women's Shelter were so appreciated. This has been a
huge help in filling the shelves and pantries for the Backpack Brigade, which will in turn go a long way in feeding and providing
much needed food for over 600 children/families. And over at the Women's Shelter, the women and children will have much
needed supplies for them to find their way back adjusting into a safe environment in order to grow strong and confident again.

But now we gear up to work on the Gratitude Grant which is roughly 800 newly updated and printed Atlases into the hands of
all the 5th grade students in CKSD. This has been a fast paced turnaround as all Atlases were pulled and reprinted by the pub-
lishers in literally less than a month and arrived just in time for me to begin the labeling and mass delivery to our 12 elementary
schools in time for Spring Break.

| am also busy working on the Impact Grant, in which we will partner with our local Headstart/ECAP schools delivering books
and reading to the children. Last year we did both a Spring and a Fall book/reading event with those preschools and fingers
crossed will be able to accomplish that this year. Another great Volunteering opportunity for everyone to take part in, just
reach out to me.

| have just applied for the Freedom Grant, which | hope to hear back very soon if we qualified for this amazing grant for our
local Veterans. Stay tuned, as | will be needing Volunteers for the fun activities over at Retsil Veteran's Home honoring our local
Veterans. | also have another idea which | have been tossing around for awhile which will also include local Veteran's and many
chances to volunteer right here at the Lodge for them.

Thank you everyone for being a part of Elks Care Elks Share - these Grants are letting this Lodge exemplify this motto within our
community and | thank you all for giving me the chance to be such a part in this.

Tina Bale Grant Coordinator

Here are the photos of
the Bremerton Backpack
Brigade and Jasmine of St
Vincent de Paul women'’s
shelter picking up all their
Beacon grant supplies we
purchased for them!!
Such a fun day to get this
all to where it can be put
to good deeds!!

TALL ELKS NEWS

Thanks to all the people who showed up to support the Casino Night Fundraiser. A special thanks to all the people that worked
so hard to put this together.

TALL ELKS RAFFLE Time once again to win with the annual raffle tickets. The three cash prizes this year 1st place = $2000.00;
2nd place = $1000.00 and 3rd place = $500.00. The drawing will be held at the Garland Family Memorial Golf Tournament on
Saturday July 27, 2024, at which time the lucky winners will be identified. Our Lodge has had winners in the

past so GOOD LUCK. Tickets only $ 5.00 each. Tickets will be available from the office. | will be at various

events with tickets for you to purchase. | should have the final report for 2023-2024 lodge year on how the

Lodge did on meeting our goal of $20.00 per member next month.

Thanks again for the support. John Ball, Lodge Tall Elk Chairman
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2024 Golf League

Attention golfers! There will be an organizational meeting for this
year’s golf league on Wednesday April 10 at 5:00 PM. | need to
know the golfers on each team and who will be team captain. We
need good contact info for each player. If you cannot attend the
meeting, please give me a call to confirm who will be on your
team. If you are new and want to start a team or just join another
team, the best way is to show up at the meeting.

A brief recap of the league is that we play on Monday evenings
from May 6" through August 12" at Rolling Hills. Last year we had
nine teams when all the dust settled. We can add teams or recon-
figure the existing. Members and their spouses are welcome to
join in all the fun.

George Prichard  360-271-8290 or geoprich@wavecable.com

The Lodge Volunteer coordinator is organizing volunteers. Please contact Bill to get added to the volunteer list. If you
are a committee chairperson be sure to give Bill your event information.

We are using signup.com for volunteering. Please contact Bill at the following : Email is wiwolaver@icloud.com.
Phone number is 402-216-7936. Thanks a million!  Bill Wolaver, Volunteer Coordinator

April 2024 Travel-N-Fun Column

Finally, the sun is beginning to shine, days are getting longer, and the Travel and Fun group is ready for more RV fun
around Washington and Oregon State. The next outing will be held at the Port Townsend Elks RV Park, April 17-21,
2024. We are looking forward to an amazing Fish and Chips dinner at the Port Townsend Elks lodge on Thursday
night. There will be many activities at the shelter each night, stories to be shared at the fire pit, a craft project is
planned for one afternoon, and wonderful group meals are planned by our hosts to be shared each day. Port Town-
send is a fun, historic town to explore and there is so much to see and do in the surrounding area with beautiful
mountain and water views. Hosts: Cathy and Rob Sowell, Co-hosts: Caroline and Donald Borg

Outings at various RV parks are planned for each month through October. In addition to our regular meetings, we
have an annual holiday party and other planned events too. This year our Wagon Master, Glen Palmer, has planned
a group Alaskan Cruise in June.

If you are interested in joining our group or just wondering what we are all about, please drop by one of our monthly
meetings, we would love to see you there! Our next meeting is April 8, 2024, at 7 pm in the pub area at the Lodge.
Happy hour begins at 5 pm and dinner is at 6 pm (dinner reservations are required in advance).

Our membership chair is Nita Marcotte (360-649-4253) (nitmar4g@amail.com), contact her for more information.
Annual membership dues are $10 per person. Dues for first-time members are $25 per person, this amount includes
annual dues of $10 and the cost of a name tag. For additional information, there are trifolds and business cards on
the Lodge foyer table. We currently have 82 members signed up.
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Message from Ladies of Elks President %}L
i adies of ks

Wow! My year is over, and what a year it has been. | am so proud of this amazing group and all that we have accomplished
together. No matter what the challenge, the members always step up and make it a success. And, despite all my grumping, |
have really enjoyed being the president of such a great organization.

March was just one more month of success stories. The Spring Tea was amazing. The decorations were beautiful, the food
terrific and the company superb. What a great time.

The dinner meeting featured three speakers from Bikers Against Child Abuse, Montana (the president), Sinner (vice-president)
and Sharp Jack. All three are so passionate in their cause and so enthusiastic that it was infectious.

Also at the dinner meeting, it was decided to set aside $10,000 in the budget to be used to help the lodge with repairs to the
kitchen and another $500 was donated to the Tall Elks.

The new officers were elected as follows:
President: Pat Tiknis
Vice-President: Jo Reaume
Secretary: Patti Nowaczyk
Treasurer: Janet Ouellet
Financial Secretary: Cheri Snell

Thanks to all of the new officers for stepping up, and especially to Jo, Janet, and Cheri for serving for a second term. May your
year be as successful as 2023-2024.

Gwen Mason

The Dahlia Project

If you were in the Lodge last summer, you probably saw and perhaps purchased some of the beautiful dahlias that were grown
on our grounds last year. What you may not know is the purpose of growing the dahlias. The idea to start the dahlia project was
to designate an area of our grounds for agricultural purposes. The area for the dahlia beds takes up about an acre of our proper-
ty, which is just over 10 acres. If the dahlia beds could be established and show a profit over three years (from both the sales of
flowers and tubers), the Lodge could benefit from a reduction in county taxes. The bonus is that we will have thousands of
beautiful flowers to sell and enjoy in our Lodge!

Steve Lamb, one of our PER’s, is an experienced dahlia farmer. He was able to share his vast knowledge about dahlias and help
us create the beds. An area was selected and plowed for use. In May a small group gathered to prepare raised beds and sur-
round them with a weed-proof cover. The next weekend over 200 tubers were fertilized and planted and supports and a
watering system were added. Steve generously not only offered his time and expertise, but also gifted us with the tubers,
fertilizer, the weed cloth, stakes, twine, and drip irrigation system. During the summer our RV hosts, Ted and Ann Seibert, made
sure the dahlias were watered. When they began to bloom, we were able to cut and offer the dahlias for sale. They were also
purchased by different groups for table decorations in the Lodge.

The Dahlia Project will be continuing. Tubers were dug up, cleaned, sorted, and stored in the fall. They will be for sale beginning
in April. We will be pre-selling the tubers at the Lodge. We will again be planting around 200 tubers. The committee welcomes
help and is looking for some avid gardeners who would like to help support this beautiful project. Planting is tentatively
scheduled for the beginning of May. Please contact Dwight Barber or Anne Lawrence if you would like to volunteer.
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April Entertainment

April 12th we have MIC Squared coming to the lodge for the first time. This power Trio
plays classic rock and dance music.

April 26th we have Vital Signs coming to the lodge to play classic rock and modern rock and
roll dance covers. The lead singer of Dusty Luck, is featured in this group, which should be a
crowd pleaser for sure. Music starts at 7:00 p.m. Don't forget to pay your cover charge and
support live music.

Lodge Dinners

Thursday dinners: Served 5- 6 pm New Steak Night!
4/4 Chicken Alfredo, Caesar Salad Come enjoy!
4/11  Hamburger or Hot Dog and Fries o

4/18  Grilled Turkey Sandwich and Chicken

Noodle Soup

4/25 Cheese Tortellini Alfredo w/chicken, salad,

& bread sticks

Friday dinners: Served 5:30 - 7pm
4/5 Taco Bar

4/12  Potato Bar with salad
4/19  Fish Fry or Chicken Strips

4/26 Baby Back Ribs, Baked beans, corn & cornbread

For all dinners other than Wednesday nights, reservations due the Wednesday before

dinner by noon. Meal entrees subject to changes based on availability or unforeseen
circumstances.
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April 11, Tea Dance
12:30- 3:30 $10
Music DJ Terry West

Sun

Mon

April
202

Tue

Mexican train bar menu available Tuesdays

Wed

Thursday Lodge nights-Bar open 4-10.
Closed during meeting. Dinners served 5-6.
Friday Dinners served 5:30-7pm.
Lodge menu served Friday 8-10 pm

Thu

Fri

Sat

| Texas Hold’Em 10:30 AM Wed & Fri I

Travel N Fun
Dinner 6
Meeting 7PM

noon

Steak Night
5-7

Lodge menu 5-7

Foxtrot Lesson
6:30

12:30-3:30 $10

PER 6:15 Lodge
Meeting 7 pm

Hamburger or
Hotdog

14

15

16

18

1 1 o 3 4 5 No HOP 6
Mexican train ':a';o”e" 4'8:’: Officer Installation| Joker’s Wild | Inaugural Ball
noon odge menu >- 7 pm 7:00 Member |6 pm Officer
Cowboy Cha Cha Bingo 7:30 Introductions
LOE Board Chicken Alfredo .
Free dance /c salad Dinner 6:45
Meeting 6 PM lesson 6:30 W/Laesar >ala Taco Bar Ticketed event
Bag Ladies 10 Tea Dance 7:00 Joker’s No HOP
Bar Open 4-8 pm
Mexican train ? P Terry West wild Crab Feed 6 pm

Baked Potato
Bar & Salad

MC Squared

ticketed event

LOE Officer Mexican train noon| Bar Open 4-8 pm Lodge Meeting | Orientation 6:30 No HOP
Installation Lodge menu 5-7 7em 7:00 Joker’s Wild Lodge
Dinner 6 pm Board & House Foxtrot Lesson Grilled Turkey Fish Fry or losed
P Mtg 6pm Sandwich, Soup Chicken Strips close
6:30
Elk races Dinner Lodge Meeting 7:00 Joker’s Wild|  texas Hold’Em
Bar O 4-8 T
Brunch 11-2 5pm $10 BBQ L:’ :‘:‘en 5”’;‘ Initiation 7pm | Baby Back Ribs | oo oo
Dance 2 -5 Ham Sandwich g u
DJ Retsil Bingo w/fries Foxtrot Lesson | Cheese Tortellini
Terry West 6:00 Races 6:15 6:30 Alfredo Vital Signs
28 29 30 |
Friday music starts at 7:00
Mexican $5 cover charge
train noon
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