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Exalted Ruler Message

I must admit that I'm a little misty-eyed as | write this because it is the last letter that | will write to you as
your Exalted Ruler. | knew that my time as ER would pass quickly, but not this fast. On April 4™, our new
officers for the 2024-2025 year will be installed, and I invite each one of you to attend the Installation Cer-
emony to show your support.

Speaking of Officers, it’s not too late to become one. Exalted Ruler Elect Ron Allman is looking for a Lodge
Esquire. This is a great job and a perfect way to learn the ins and outs of being an officer. Please contact
Ron at rallman34@wavecable.com if you are interested.

It's been a good year! We’ve certainly had our challenges and there is room for improvement, but the
successes of the year far outweigh the problems. Attendance at our special events is on the rise as evidenced by more than 170
attending Home for the Holidays and more than 130 at the New Year’s Eve party. These are just two examples of what we’ve
seen all year. While not out of the woods, our financial picture has continued to improve, and we are now focusing on setting
funds aside for long-term investments and capital improvements and repairs to our facilities. Most importantly, our membership
is growing! We have currently welcomed eighty-eight new members and are poised to end the month of February with more
members than we started with on April 1%, 2023. Hopefully we will bring in even more in March and end the year with more
than 900 members. This will be the third year in a row that our membership numbers have increased. Like | said —it’s been a
good year, and | see it getting even better in the future.

A special thanks goes out to all our Lodge committee members, to the volunteers and staff who worked so hard to pull off our
many events, to the office staff who manage all the paperwork and have strived diligently to keep our Lodge finances in order,
and to the officers who often had to make very difficult decisions to keep the Lodge on its upward track. | would be remiss if |
didn’t also recognize the membership for their participation and continued support of the Lodge. THANK YOU ALL!

In closing, | appreciate the privilege of being your Exalted Ruler this past year. It has been an honor to serve you and | look for-
ward to doing so in other capacities for many years to come

All the best,

Bab

R. S. Finley

HELLO

MPRING
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Chairman of the Board

Hi everyone, we are in the final review for the budget for the 2024-25 year. We
hope to have it done and ready for lodge member review in the first or second
week of March. | am still hoping for warmer weather earlier verses later this year. |
was looking at the vote counts for the different schools in our area and the number
of voters seems to be less than the number of students in the district. One thing
that we should do as good citizens, not just good Elks, is to get out there and vote.
In our county all you have to do is fill in your ballot while in the comfort of your
home and mail it in.

The lady’s room door near the office has been relocated, and the old doorway en-
trance was sheet rocked over. The interior of the lady’s room has been refinished
and trimmed with new flooring. | would like to give a big thank you to the LOE for
being patient with us volunteers, but we finally got it done. And another thanks to
the LOE for backing the redo of our street sign, it was in need of an update. We got
the new ceiling tiles in for the kitchen area, and are working on getting the rails
cleaned up and the new tiles installed.

We really want all members of our lodge to volunteer for an hour or two each
month at the lodge to keep the lodge affordable for all. Maybe you could come in
to vacuum the lodge, wash windows, answer calls in the office, arrange/set tables,
wash dishes, or cook one night a month like Tina and | do, or many other things.
Really, please think about what you can do to join in as a volunteer and help your
lodge. Remember if you are going to volunteer to handle food or work in the
kitchen/bar at a minimum you need a food handlers permit. | am more than happy
to help you get it.

Glen Bale Chairman of the Board glenwbp@yahoo.com 360-689-2174

Chairman of the House

Hi everyone, hope you had an awesome Valentine’s Day. | wanted to talk a little
about renting out our lodge to members and or the general public. | don’t know if
you know, but members get a discounted rate for renting the lodge. We are a
premier location for other things, such as weddings, birthdays, and so on, so if you
know anybody or your family is looking for a place to rent, please give us a chance.
It is essential to the existence of our lodge.

We also still have the bar open 4 to 8 on Wednesday night, with pizza and wings on
2nd and 4th Wednesdays. The 1st and 3rd are Lodge menus available 5-7 pm. We
have all the TVs working, so come out and support your lodge if you can. Thank you
for your support.

Sincerely and fraternally,

Larry Dodd House Committee Chair

MEXICAN TRAIN EVERY TUESDAY

Join us for a fun, popular, game of Mexican Train (a variation of Dominos), each
Tuesday of the month. Bar and lunch purchases are available at 11:15 am. Game
starts at noon. If you don't know how to play, we can teach you in a jiffy.

Jan and Ralph, Chairs



Support the Lodge — GoFundMe
Account Active!!

Another way to support our Lodge is
available! We have posted a Go-
FundMe account for Members and the
community to donate. Please share
this via your social media channels
and help get the word out. You can
use the link below or go to Go-
FundMe and look up Bremerton Elks
to find it.
https://www.gofundme.com/{/
t8uag-bremerton-elks-lodge-needs

-your-help

[ Thanks to the ?o.m_m-u;i;”; and dll the volunteer's that helped make the Superbowl

- party a success. A special thank you to Austin, Glen, Scott, and Robert, for get-
| ting the screen and the new projector up. We're already planning for next year's
| games. Bring your friends and family and join us for an outstanding potluck meal.
| Thanks to generous donations for various raffles and a 50/50 drawing, we raised
| $1712 dollars to help the lodge. Dottie Prouse won the helmet. Can't wait to see
iwha‘r big item we're gonna be raffling off next year is.

i SEE YOU ALL IN SEPTEMBER FOR NEXT YEAR’S SEAHAWKS SEASON GAMES AT THE LODGE

January Texas Hold’Em Winners Download the
MyElks app for
1st Tommy Murphy updates and all

2nd Trevor Smith the current

3rd Bobby Lauck

TALL ELKS NEWS
Thank you Ladies of Elks for your generous donation to the Tall Elks of

$1000.00 presented at the Sweetheart Ball.
TALL ELKS RAFFLE

Time once again to win with the annual raffle tickets. The three cash priz-
es this year 1st place = $2000.00 ,2nd place = $1000.00 and 3rd place =
$500.00. The drawing will be held at the Garland Family Memorial Golf
Tournament on Saturday July 27, 2024, at which time the lucky winners
will be identified. Our Lodge has had winners in the past so GOOD LUCK.
Tickets will be available at the Lodge during regular office hours. | will be
at various activities and dinners so you can also purchase your tickets
from me or other salespersons. Tickets only $ 5.00 each.

Casino Night, March 9th 4-8pm Supporting Tall Elks

Come and try your hand at the roulette or blackjack tables. Choice of
stew or potato soup with salad for $10. There will also be a dessert table.
Any donations for the prizes are very appreciated. If you have any ques-
tions please contact the Lodge Secretary. All proceeds go to Tall Elks.

Thanks for helping to support the Washington Elks Therapy Program for
Children (Tall Elks).

John Ball

Lodge Chairman




March 2024 Travel-N-Fun Column

We have so many fun outings and events planned this coming year. If you are interested in joining our group or
wondering what we are all about, please drop by one of our monthly meetings. Our next meeting is March 11,
2024, at the Lodge, in the pub area, at 7 PM. We would love to see you there!

There was a great turnout for the Valentines Brunch in February. A big thank you to Carol Hafner and Dee Murphy for organizing
the brunch, reservations, and decorations.

Our next outing is St. Patrick’s Day themed and will be held at the Bremerton Elks RV Park, Lodge, & Shelter, March 13-17, 2024.
Fun times ahead, be sure to wear something green!

The April outing will be held at the Port Townsend Elks RV Park, April 17-21, 2024. We are looking forward to an amazing Fish
and Chips dinner at the Port Townsend Elks lodge on Thursday night. There is a craft project planned for Saturday, marbles and
mosaic tiles will be supplied, bring your own vase or flowerpot, etc.to decorate.

Our membership chair is Nita Marcotte (360-649-4253) (nitmar4dg@gmail.com), contact her for more information, Annual mem-
bership dues are $10 per person. Dues for first-time members are $25 per person, this amount includes annual dues of $10 and
the cost of a name tag. For additional information, there are trifolds and business cards on the Lodge foyer table.

Bremerton Elks Lodge #1181 recognizes Linda Lorenzo as our Elk of the Month for February 2024. Since becoming a member,
Linda has been very active in Lodge activities and has recently assumed a leadership position as Chairwoman of the Tea
Dance Committee. She is bringing fresh ideas to the program and her efforts are having a positive effect as

evidenced by increased participation. She is an avid supporter of the Wednesday evening dance lessons and

is often seen at the Lodge on Friday nights and special events. Finally, she is proving very effective in

recruiting people to join the Elks and has significantly helped our membership increase in size. We are lucky

to have her!

= We are using signup.com for volunteering. | need email addresses from all those who
are willing to volunteer. Please contact me at the following :

= My email is wiwolaver@icloud.com. My phone number is 402-216-7936.

 Thanks a million!

Bill Wolaver, Volunteer Coordinator
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GRANT
NEWS

Hello Everyone,

I am Tina Bale, the new Grant Coordinator/writer for our Lodge and just wanted to introduce myself and
what I/we are doing this year with our Grant Funding.

We have currently applied for 3 available Grants so far and have received funding for each. There is still 1
Grant which | am currently working my way through the application, and | will let the Lodge know when | am notified about the
results on that. Let me introduce you to our Grants and what we will be using them for this year. The Grants are:

Impact Grant- Impact Grants are an opportunity for your Lodge to serve the community in a meaningful and visible way, which
can help the Lodge to raise it’s profile and even gain members. It is designed to set a standard of excellence in community leader-
ship through volunteerism, mentoring and service. We are using our Impact Grant funds to partner up with KCR again, purchas-
ing books for "Reading for Readiness" program. This will be another volunteering opportunity labeling, sorting, delivering, and
reading to children. If you are interested in helping, please let me know.

Gratitude Grant - The Gratitude Grants are the ENF's way of saying thank you to every Lodge that meets the GER's per-member-
giving goal in the prior fiscal year. These $2,000-5$3500 grants offer Elks an opportunity to serve and build stronger communities.
This year we are using our Grant Funding to purchase Atlases for every 5th grade student in CKSD. We will be delivering these
Atlases to every Elementary School and to these students as soon as we can. | will be asking for volunteers to help label, box up
and deliver these books to the schools-stay tuned for YOUR opportunity to help out.

Beacon Grant - The Beacon Grants are a chance for Lodges to develop an ongoing, Lodge-led charitable project. In 2023-24, the
Beacon Grant will be offered to every Lodge with the flexibility to provide more opportunities to assist communities post-
pandemic. This year, | combined the Beacon/Spotlight Grants to serve Bremerton FoodLine, Bremerton Backpack Brigade, and
our own Bag Ladies.

Spotlight Grant - The Spotlight Grant provides Lodges the opportunity to shine a light on important issues facing nearly every
American community. In 2023-24, those areas of focus are family literacy, homelessness among veterans, and combating food
insecurity.

Freedom Grant - Freedom Grant projects must serve veterans and/or military members in need or support or services. Projects
must focus on one of these five areas: employment, homelessness and housing, military families, health, and educational sup-
port. | am still working on this one and hope to bring it all together very soon. This is a great volunteering opportunity to help
serve Veterans at the Retsil Veterans Home in Port Orchard.

Thank you for the opportunity to learn more about these Grants, myself, and for sharing this information with the Lodge as a
whole. If you are interested in learning more or are interested in helping out with any of these volunteering opportunities you
can find me at the Lodge or send me an email at tinalbale@yahoo.com.

Tina Bale, Grant Coordinator
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Message from Ladies of Elks President

Well, February is behind us. Don’t know about everyone else, but | am definitely ready for spring.

Couple of big accomplishments this month. Thanks to Glenn Bale and his crew, and to Rita, Dena, and Melinda, the women's
bathroom finally got the much-needed update. The money that was set aside three years ago in our budget is finally being
put to good use. Great job all. In addition, the gift to the lodge this year is the rehabilitation of the reader board on the corner
at the end of the driveway. At the time of this writing, it is scheduled, but they have not begun yet. Hopefully, by the timeyou
read this, it will be finished.

The gift to the lodge as well as the donations for ENF and Tall Elks were presented at the Sweetheart Ball. It was a very nice
affair. The crowd was a bit smaller than in the past, possibly due to the price, but everyone there seemed to enjoy it. The
affair was catered in order to allow any members that wished to attend to do so without having to worry about volunteering.
However, catering is very expensive, and | think in the future the lodge will go back to volunteers rather than catering.

The Superbowl party was a huge success and | think we will be seeing more sporting events in the future. Barb and Bob
Herron and committee, did a great job with the football games this year and Barb is full of good ideas for the future.

The lodge has made great progress in becoming solvent, but we can’t become complacent. If you see an opportunity to volun-
teer, please consider helping out. Future events include Casino Night, the crab feed, Kentucky Derby day (and membership
drive) and the car show. | know there are several others scheduled but can’t remember them right now. Check the monthly
calendar in the reminder and volunteer if you can. In addition, Dwight Barber is looking for people to help with the dahlia
project.

Elections will be held at the dinner meeting on March 20. Please come and support our new officers. Installation, of course,
will be in April. Wow, the year is almost over.

Gwen Mason

Come join
the fun
making a
hat for

Derby day.

Coming in

April. More
info will be
available
soon!

Page 6



OUR KIDS
Washington Elks Therapy Program for Children, Inc.
Our State Major Project

Thanks to you, and the dedication of Elks Members, our State Major Project has been providing Occupational or
Physical Therapy services to children birth to twenty-one years at no charge to their families. 70 years later, our mission
is the same, however the types of children needing help have evolved and changed over time. Simultanecously, the
science and medical understanding about how the body works and types of interventions needed to help children thrive
has shifted. Given this, there has also been a change in the language used to describe who these children are.

‘We had a great opportunity at our Elks Mid-Winter Convention to meet a young man, Romeo, who is benefitting from
Occupational Therapy intervention through our State Major Project, The Washington Elks Therapy Program for
Children, Inc. Romeo is bright, engaging, and articulate. Some of his challenges and barriers that impact his
engagement in meaningful occupation, i.e.: school, social engagement with family and friends, activities of daily living
like bathing, dressing, eating, or chores, are the result of how he processes sensory information from his environment.
He may be easily overwhelmed by sights, sounds, and smells which make it challenging to be present, focused and
engaged in the task at hand. Occupational Therapy sessions for him are focused on providing sensory processing
interventions that help him understand what is happening in his body and have strategies to stay calm and focused so
that he can learn, play, and thrive. Over time, we have been receiving more and more referrals from doctors for children
with these types of issues.

Historically, the children needing therapy had physical limitations like polio, cerebral palsy, stroke, spina bifida,
epilepsy, or muscular dystrophy, and our focus was on helping them with gross and fine motor issues to enhance their
skills and abilities. Thanks to the miracles of modern medicine, we are seeing fewer children with this type of
diagnosis. Now, many of the children we are working with have sensory processing disorders, autism, and other mental
health challenges like attention deficit disorder - ADD, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder - ADHD, anxiety, or
depression. These changes in diagnosis have changed the frame of reference for treatment and led to our therapists
taking additional continuing education courses to have better tools in our tool kit to meet the needs of the children on
our caseloads.

Another significant paradigm shift has been in how we frame the challenges ““Our Kids” are facing and the language we
use. Years ago, children who were different were called crippled, then handicapped, then special needs, then differently
abled. Currently, we use neurodiverse to help describe the vast differences in individual brains and therefore individual
perceptions and understanding of the world. We are also looking at children using a strength-based approach to
intervention, building on their abilities rather than focusing on what they can’t do. As always, therapists are providing
this intervention and support in the child’s home with their parents actively involved in the journey of helping their
child thrive. Thank you for your continued support of The Washington Elks Therapy Program for Children, Inc.! We
could not do it without you! Together, we are making positive change in the lives of children across the great state of
‘Washington.

S S

In Memoriam

The clock of this day has stopped. Across the face of the motionless shadows mark the hour of eleven, our period of
recollection.

James Smith - Born October 10, 1941, in Oil City, Pennsylvania. Initiated November 23, 1976. Became a life member April 4,
2014. Passed away January 19, 2023.

William Gettle - Born June 19, 1937, in Watertown, South Dakota. Initiated March 28, 2007. Passed away February 19, 2023.
Edward Stebor - Born June 23,1935 in Warroad, Minnesota. Initiated March 24, 1987. Passed away July 17, 2023.
Richard Shaffner - Born June 12, 1938, in Chicago, lllinois. Initiated September 25, 2008. Passed away January 22, 2024.

John Largis - Born January 19, 1933, in Lewiston, Idaho. Initiated March 18, 1954. Became life member April 1, 1998. Passed
away February 3, 2024.

Jill Ames — Born April 14, 1955, in Bremerton, Washington. Initiated September 27, 2001. Passed away February 12, 2024.

Gloria Engen — Born May 31, 1941, in Moorehead, Minnesota. Initiated March 26, 1998. Passed away February 13, 2024.
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March Entertainment

For March 8, we see the return of a Lodge favorite; Silver City 6.
Playing classic rock and popular dance music.

For March 22nd, we welcome The Hasbrook's. A new band to the
lodge. Their focus is playing great country and country rock covers
that'll get everybody up to dance.

Please come to the lodge and support our live bands. And if you have
suggestions on types of music you would like to

hear for next year, please use the suggestion box

located in the lodge or contact me at one of our

events.

Ron Allman Esteemed Leading Knight

LODGE DINNERS
Thursday dinners: Served 5- 6 pm (new time)

March 7 Grilled cheese sourdough sandwich, Tomato soup $10

March 14 Spaghetti w/meatballs, Caesar salad, breadsticks $13.95

March 21 Fried Chicken, mashed potato, green beans, roll & butter $12.95
March 28, Chicken Fried Steak, mashed potatoes, corn $14.95

Friday dinners: Served 5:30 - 7pm
Available only March Fridays: Cheese Pizza, Fish & Chips or Shrimp & Chips
$9.95

March 1 Pot Roast, mashed potatoes, veggie, $15.95

March 8 Baked Potato Bar $11.95

March 15 St. Patrick’s dinner Corned Beef & Cabbage $15.95

March 22 Fish Fry, 2 piece $9.95 or 3 piece $12.95 with coleslaw and fries

March 29 Lasagna, Caesar salad and breadsticks $14.95

For all dinners other than Wednesday nights, reservations due the Wednesday before
dinner by noon. Meal entrees subject to changes based on availability or unforeseen
circumstances.
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March

March 14 Tea Dance
12:30- 3:30
Music DJ Terry West

Sun

Mon

2024

Tue

Mexican train bar menu available Tuesdays

Thursday Lodge nights-Bar open 4-10. Closed
during meeting. Dinners served 5-6 (new)

served 5 to 7.

Friday Dinners served 5:30-7pm. Lodge Menu
served Fridays 8-10 pm and 1st and 3rd Wednes-
day 5-7. Pizza & Wings 2nd and 4th Wednesdays

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

| Texas Hold’Em 10:30 AM Wed & Fri I

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner March 15 Corned Beef & Cabbage { Joker’ }Wild LOE%OP
| | | .
: 7:00 Member | (. mburgers on
East Coast Swing Dance Lessons Every Wednesday Bingo 7:30 the patio)
e patio
in March 6:30 pm P
Pot Roast 11:30-2
3 4 5 6 7 sor 9
7:00 Joker’s Wild
Bar Open 4-8 pm Lodge Casino Night
Mexican train Lodge menu 5-7 Meeting 7 pm Baked Potato 4-8
LOE board noon Bar
. Grilled Cheese Sand-
meeting 6 PM
wich on Sourdough Silver City 6
10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Bag Ladies 10 am Tea Dance 7:00 Joker’s Wild HOP
Terry West 12:30-3:30 Ori .
rientation
Travel N Fun Mexican train Bar open 4-8 pm PER Mtg 6:15 6:30 1130_2
Dinner 6 noon 5-7 Wings & Lod
ge Mtg 7pm
Meeting 7PM Pizza night Corned Beef &
Spaghetti Cabbage
F ) Mexican train noon Bar Open 4-8 OPen Lodge 7:00 Joker's Wild
. T Hold’E
Board & pm Lodge |Award night7 pm| | fish Fry exas Hold’Em
LOE Mad H Mt menu 5.7 Tournament noon
: ouse Mtg -
Hatter Tea Party LOE dinner o Fried Chicken | || The Hasbrook’s
1-3 Meeting 6 pm Trivia 6pm

24

25

Mexican train noon

Elk races Dinner

26 &b 27

Easter Egg
stuffing 10

28

Lodge 7 pm

Retsil Bingo Bar Open 4-8 pm
6:00 >pmPotato Bar | ;i g Chicken Fried
$10 Races 6:15 Pizza night Steak Lasagna

Move Up & Initiation

29

7:00 Joker’s Wild

30

31

Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday 1:30
Volunteers

needed

Friday music starts at 7:00
$5 cover charge
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