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  BREMERTON                      REMINDER 

EXALTED RULER                                                                                                                 
Well May is already here and hopefully spring is around the corner!  

Again, I am thrilled and honored to be your Exalted Ruler for the 2024/2025 year. 

 I want to thank every one of you for attending our Officer Installation Ceremony and our 
Officer Inaugural ball. 

 I want to give a special shout out to my wife Cindy for her countless hours of planning and 
assisting John Burch and his spectacular decorating team and the wonderful decorations 
that we had at the lodge. Also a big shout out to Donna Gulas and her volunteer kitchen 
crew and servers for the remarkable dinner. Last but not least, Kudos to the Ladies of Elks 
for making a great Dessert Bar. 

 Again thanks to all you volunteers for making these events special for us. 

  I want to speak briefly about my personal charity this year. It is called “Blossoms.” It’s a new project started  by the Bremerton 
Foodline and monies donated go direct to purchasing and providing feminine hygiene products to young women and diapers for 
babies that are not always available at the Bremerton Foodline. I was unaware there was such a need for these items as the 
Bremerton Foodline provided these products to about 23,000 people in need last year in our community, realizing the need of  
these products alone. So if you come to a lodge meeting and in good fun get a fine from me, this is where your fines are going. 

 You may have heard by now or saw my motto recently on the lodge wall. It is “Making our Members Matter.” Months ago while 
preparing to assume this role, I was having a conversation with a Past Exalted Ruler and we had talked about what is the best 
thing that we could do for our members at this Lodge. One idea that came up was making our members feel like they mattered. 
Therefore you do! I want to encourage our members to engage and feel welcome and feel valued. Our officer team and our     
committee chairs are working hard to make sure we provide great activities and opportunities for all to enjoy and be part of our 
lodge. 

 This month we honor our local Youth with an Open Lodge on May 2. We kick off with a membership Drive “Kentucky Derby 
Style” on May 4th,  Mother’s Day Celebration and Brunch on May 12th. We have some game nights of different varieties in the 
planning stages that should be lots of fun. In closing, you, our members, make our lodge what it is. Come out to an event, come 
to a lodge meeting, and utilize the suggestion box. Hope to see you all soon! 

Ron Allman 
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Chairman of the Board   Greetings! I look forward to serving as your Chairman 

of the Board. For those of you who do not know me, I transferred my Elks member-

ship from New Jersey to the Bremerton Lodge after moving to Washington with my 

wife, Anne, in 2019. I have been an Elk for eleven years, serving as the chaplain at 

BPOE #848 (Mount Holly, NJ) and then as inner guard and tiler here at 1181. Anne 

joined the Elks after our move here. We both love the Lodge and have made a lot of 

great friends here! 

As Chairman of the Board, I want to continue to make our Lodge a safe and welcom-

ing destination for our many members. I am in total agreement with our new ER’s 

philosophy, “Making our members matter.” To accomplish this, the board will work 

to keep our beautiful facility up to date, considering pressing needs as well as long-

term plans.  

As previously indicated by Glen Bale, we will be moving forward with kitchen updates 

and repairs.  A timeline is tentatively set for early summer. We will also be looking 

long-range at maintenance to keep our facility running smoothly.  

We all need to work to grow our membership. Long-time members have told me 

about community events where we used to be more visible. The Board will review 

our budget to see where we can support these efforts. 

Michael Hoarn    mwhoarn@gmail.com  609-658-6146 

 OFFICE HOURS    
 Sunday & Monday  Closed 

Tuesday & Wednesday 9 am to 12 noon                       

Thursday  2 pm to 7pm   

Friday  2 pm to 8 pm                                                      

Saturday   11 am to 3 pm—When we have HOP 
or other event 

The Dahlias are going on 

sale May 11th, 2024. The 

sale is scheduled for 11:00 

AM to 3:00 PM. The      

location will be at the   

Shelter next to the RV Park. 

For those who have pur-

chased in advance, just 

come and pick up your 

precious cargo. Small bag 

of fertilizer provided. Any 

questions please call    

Richard at: (925) 640-6734. 

mailto:mwhoarn@gmail.com
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 Chairman of the House                                                                                   

Hi everyone, I have moved over to take on the position of Chairman of the House this 

year.   

The bar and restaurant in April had a Tuesday steak night and had over 60 members 

show up, and all were served in less than 60 minutes. Great job by our volunteers! 

Checkout the calendar and updates in My Elks app, for new meals we are trying on 

different days.                                                               

 We had purchased new ceiling tiles for doing part of the kitchen area, but we are 

now looking at doing nearly the entire ceiling in the kitchen area except above the 

cooler/freezer area. First, we must make sure funds are available to purchase the 

extra tiles. The refacing of kitchen floors is in process, we will have to close the kitch-

en down for a week to accomplish the resurfacing of the floor. We are looking at the 

first part of July to close the kitchen down. We have bids on both jobs. The Ladies of 

Elks have graciously set aside funds that should cover the labor for both jobs, so 

thank you to the LOE for doing this, it will make the kitchen look better, and easier to 

clean.   

We really need our members to volunteer for a couple hours each month at the 

lodge to keep the lodge affordable for all. Really please think about what you can do 

to join in as a volunteer and help your lodge. If more members do not start stepping 

up and helping in the kitchen to cook, serve, or do dishes, there may be occasions 

where we must cancel dinners on short notice due to the lack of volunteers. Call me, 

email me, do like I do, come in, and help so you can learn how to do meals, serve, 

and do dishes. We also need volunteer bartenders. We have also run short on       

bartenders and had to pay for an additional bartender. I do not like to do that, but it 

was needed at an event.  

Remember if you are going volunteer to handle food or work in the kitchen/bar at a 

minimum you need a food handlers permit, that I am more than happy to help you 

get it.  

Glen Bale    glenwbp@yahoo.com  360-689-2174 

                                                              

 

 

  Come one, come all, to the great 

Dahlia planting on May 18th, 2024. 

We plan on starting at 10:00 AM 

and finishing about 2:00 PM. The 

planting is going to be easy. The 

more hands we have, the easier it 

will be for all. If you have a green 

thumb or not, you are welcome.  

Any questions please call Richard at:                                                  

(925) 640-6734. 

2024 Most Valuable Student Scholarship Winners (MVS) 

Bremerton Lodge #1181 is proud to announce this year’s scholarship winners.   

Caila Wellington 

Adysson Kolbas 

Marella Santiago 

Bodie Strom 

Richard Beckman 

Jackson Debritz 

 

In addition, Bodie Strom and Richard Beckman are recipients of a WSEA MVS scholarship and Caila Wellington is a 

WSEA scholarship winner and a national semi-finalist.  

Best wishes for the future of these young scholars as they pursue their future goals. They all will be honored at the 

upcoming Youth Night this month.   

Rita Dearey 

Scholarship Chair   

mailto:glenwbp@yahoo.com
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What are Elk Races? Ready for a delightful and entertaining event? Have you attended the Elk Races at the Lodge? A unique 

and enjoyable experience for those in attendance! Have a fantastic time cheering on your favorite racer. Watch as your favorite 

elk, animal and occasional submarine move along the board to the finish lines. Occasionally you will find our lodge Officers in-

volved as the racers. Bets on all races follow the Gaming Commission guidelines. There are six races and you can bet from $1 to 

$5 per racer. Food is available if you want to have dinner prior to the games.                                                                                           

Join us at 5:00 pm for dinner with the races beginning at 6:15 pm. Put the fourth Tuesday of each month on your calendar for 

fun for all in this game of racers. Join us for an evening of fun, games, and good company.  

Come join the fun at the live races May 4th at 2:45 during the Kentucky Derby Party. 

 

Live Elk Races from March 

Caller George Prichard and                              

Lisa Dodd, the number roller 

Just wanted to update the Lodge members on the Elks National Foundation Grant progress.  We have finished the Beacon/

Spotlight Grant, sent off the final report which was accepted. So now we look towards doing the 24-25 Beacon Grant for the 

present year.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

We just finished the last Gratitude Grant delivery of the atlas's to all the 5th Grade students at the 12 CKSD elementary schools, 

a grand total of just shy of 800 atlas's with a short quiz and bookmarks.  It has been an amazing Grant to work with and the 

volunteers who came out to help deliver and go through the quiz with the kids have been totally AMAZING. I simply cannot 

thank everyone enough for all your help and support this last month and a half. Now to just weave my way through the final 

report paperwork and submit that for final review. Once that is done, we can look towards possibly doing the Gratitude Grant 

for the current 24-25 year as well.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

The Impact Grant is our next BIG grant, and I mean that in so may ways. This will be a HUGE $$ amount to work with, $8000 

worth of books for our Reading 4 Readiness program. I am finishing up with the purchases of the books for the Spring ECAP/

Headstart delivery and look forward to these books being delivered to the Lodge soon.  I will be reaching out to everyone to 

come help with the "labeling and sorting" party so if this sounds like something you would like to help with please let me know. 

I will also need volunteers to help deliver and read to the students. Again, if this is something you would be interested in please 

reach out to me as I am also working with the centers to get some dates/times put together.                                                             

Our Freedom Grant was submitted and ACCEPTED! I will be looking forward to working with the Retsil Veterans Home to bring 

some hometown kindness to the residents there. We will be doing 3 different activities there, an ice cream treat cart, a sum-

mer BBQ and our serving Christmas Holiday dinner later this year. This is a huge way to reach out to the Veterans there and I 

look forward to our volunteers doing a fantastic job in the coming months with this Grant. If you are interested in these activi-

ties, stay tuned for more information to come.                                                                                                                                              

Again, these ENF Grants cannot be possible without the volunteers who are at the heart of these activities. Each activity has 

been a lot of time and energy and our Lodge has done a wonderful job in supporting these Grant activities. 

Thank you and I look forward to sharing more information soon.     Tina Bale ENF Grant Coordinator 

  to our grant coordinator Tina Bale, for her dedication to executing the grant processes! 



 

Page 5 

 

Download the MyElks 

app for updates and all 

the  current lodge         

information 

Support the Lodge – GoFundMe 
Account Active!! 

 
Another way to support our Lodge is 
available! We have posted a Go-
FundMe account for Members and the 
community to donate. Please share 
this via your social media channels 
and help get the word out. You can 
use the link below or go to Go-
FundMe and look up Bremerton Elks 
to find it.                      

  https://www.gofundme.com/f/
t8uaq-bremerton-elks-lodge-needs
-your-help  

 

Calling all West Coast Swing Dancers! 
 

Solemon and Angei Krebs are offering a 1 day West Coast 
Swing Bootcamp on Saturday, June 1st starting at 2:30pm for 
only $50. 
 
There will be 3 workshops of 50 minutes each. The workshops 
will cover connection to help you with leading and following, 
technique, and also variations on basic steps to help you look 
great on the dance floor. 
 
Students need to know at least the 3 basic West Coast Swing 
steps in order to attend the bootcamp. If you can do a Sugar 
Push, Side Passes and Whips, this class is for you! 
 
The Elks will also be offering Hamburgers on the Patio from 
11:30 to 2:00 before the class begins. So come early, grab lunch, 
enjoy a beverage and get ready to dance! 

Twist contest winners form 

April 11 Tea Dance.          

Janet Barton and partner.     

Monthly Tea dance fun! 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofundme.com%2Ff%2Ft8uaq-bremerton-elks-lodge-needs-your-help&data=05%7C01%7C%7C12583f35bc0d47c05aca08dbb5bca742%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638303594078291936%7CUnknown%7CT
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofundme.com%2Ff%2Ft8uaq-bremerton-elks-lodge-needs-your-help&data=05%7C01%7C%7C12583f35bc0d47c05aca08dbb5bca742%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638303594078291936%7CUnknown%7CT
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofundme.com%2Ff%2Ft8uaq-bremerton-elks-lodge-needs-your-help&data=05%7C01%7C%7C12583f35bc0d47c05aca08dbb5bca742%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638303594078291936%7CUnknown%7CT
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The Sports/Superbowl Committee is       
continuing to expand to other sports. We 
are adding  NASCAR, baseball and hockey. 
Come join the fun! Be a part  of the crowd 

enjoying these events! 

TALL ELKS UPDATE 

CONGRATULATIONS LODGE MEMBERS  we have surpassed our goal of $ 20.00 per member for Lodge year 2023-2024 

The State report shows us at $22.89 per member, great job to everyone who made a donation last lodge year. 

Thank you for buying the raffle tickets for the program. Hopefully our Lodge will have a winner of the great prizes.  

I had great help from  George Prichard (SUPER SALESMAN) with the sale of tickets for the Washington State Therapy Program 
for Children. He has sold 182 tickets and has more tickets for you to purchase to  win. George stepped up to help and has done a 
fantastic job.  The drawing will be held at the Garland Family Memorial Golf Tournament on Saturday July 27, 2024,  

Thank you all that sent money in with your dues for the program. Many of the volunteers are donating their tips to the program 
and I want to thank them all.  

Thank you! 

John Ball  Lodge Tall Elks Chairman 

May 2024 Travel-N-Fun Column 

Wow, it is hard to believe it is May already! Our next outing will be held at the Horn Rapids RV Park Resort in       

Richland, WA., May 15-19, 2024. We are looking forward to a tour of the Manhattan Project National Historical Park          

B-Reactor tour and other sites to see near the Columbia River. There are always many activities at the shelter each 

night, and wonderful group meals are planned by our hosts to be shared each day. 

At our last meeting in April, George Prichard, an Elk member for over 50 years, came to our group to tell us about the 
Tall Elks program. We all enjoyed hearing how this group provides at no charge, a therapy program for disabled chil-
dren. We always welcome Elk members to speak about the programs and activities available at the lodge.  
 
If you are interested in joining our group or just wondering what we are all about, please drop by one of our monthly 
meetings, we would love to see you there!  Our next meeting is May 13, 2024, at 7 pm in the pub area at the Lodge. 
Happy hour begins at 5 pm and dinner is at 6 pm (dinner reservations are required in advance).   
 
Our membership chair is Nita Marcotte (360-649-4253) (nitmar4g@gmail.com), contact her for more information. An-
nual membership dues are $10 per person. Dues for first-time members are $25 per person, this amount includes 
annual dues of $10 and the cost of a name tag. For additional information, there are trifolds and business cards on 
the Lodge foyer table. We currently have 77 members. 

mailto:nitmar4g@gmail.com
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Congratulations to Dena Brandt Lady Elk of the Year2023-2024 

Dena Brandt joined the Ladies of Elks in 2017 and has had a huge impact from her first day.  She was president of the LOE in 2021

-2022 when we had one of the most successful years ever.  She has been chairman of the basket auction and chairman of the 

budget and finance committee.  She has been an active member of several committees including the Spring Tea and the car show 

concessions.  In addition to her contributions to the LOE, she has been a strong supporter of lodge projects including the Relay 

for Life and the recent renovation of the ladies’ restroom.   

I am sure that I have left out some of her accomplishments.  It seems that whatever she is asked to do, she does with great en-

thusiasm.  She always makes a difference.  Dena is respected by many for her amiable disposition and dedication to the lodge 

and LOE.  Many are not aware of the many hours she has spent on her own time preparing for events like the auction and her 

contributions on social media. 

In summarizing, if I could be one-half the person that Dena is, I would think my life was a 

success. 

Congratulations, Dena.   

Gwen Mason LOE President 2023-2024 

Thank you to all the volunteers for the LOE Installation Dinner. The decorations were beautiful, the food was delicious, and 

the company was delightful. 

We are beginning a new LOE Year. I am honored to be your president of such a fine group of Ladies and Gentlemen. It will be a 
challenge to follow the past presidents but with your help I know we can have a successful year. Please let Cheri Snell know  if 
you have moved or changed your phone number so we can have a correct/current phone list. Her number is (360) 620-0467. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
May 6-7pm,Board Meeting 
May 13-RSVP Deadline for 5/20 Dinner 
May 20-6pm,Dinner Meeting 
June 26-Noon LOE Potluck Picnic/Bunco Lodge 
July 20-Car Show 
August 3-Family Picnic/LOE Bake Sale                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Look for more information as we get closer to the dates. 
  
Dinner RSVP due 5/13 to Monica at msmithhi@hotmail.com (360) 621-8827 
Dinner: Baked Chicken,  Mashed Potatoes,  Corn,  Coleslaw,  Dessert: Apple Crisp 
 
Join Ladies of Elks: Elk members and/or spouses with current BPOE 1181  ID Cards are invited to join. Come and make new 
friends while supporting our lodge. Initiation fee + first year dues=$15. Contact Cheri Snell (360)620-0467 

Respectfully, 

LOE President Pat Tiknis 

New Year, New Beginnings 

2023-24 President Gwen Mason and 

Lady Elk of the Year Dena Brandt 

2024-2025 LOE Officers 

Pat Tiknis President 

Jo Reaume Vice President 

Cheri Snell Financial Secretary 

Patti Nowaczyk Secretary 

Janet Ouellet Treasurer 

mailto:msmithhi@hotmail.com
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   Lodge Dinners      Thursday dinners:  Served 5- 6 pm   

5/2 Turkey Dinner $14.95 

5/9 Grilled Cheese Sandwich w/Tomato Soup $12.95 

5/16 Ham Steak, Mac & Cheese, Broccoli $14.95 

5/23 Grilled Chicken, Mango Chutney, Hawaiian Rice, carrots $14.95 

5/30 Reuben Sandwich $14.95 

Friday dinners: Served 5:30 - 7pm     

5/3 Pot Roast $15.95 

5/10 Ravioli, Caesar salad $14.95. Add meatballs for $3.95 

5/17 Fish Fry , 2 piece $9.95, or 3 piece $12.95 w/coleslaw & fries 

5/24 Hot Beef Sandwich $14.95 

5/31 Breakfast for dinner $13.95 

For all dinners other than Wednesday nights, reservations due the Wednesday before 

dinner by noon. Meal entrees subject to changes based on availability or unforeseen 

circumstances. 

 

 

May Entertainment 

May entertainment brings back the Ender Brothers on May 10th 

playing their classic rock and blues.  

On May 24th we have the return of Just Jay's Luck playing classic 

rock covers and some of your favorite dance tunes. Please support 

our local bands by paying your cover charge of $5, having a meal and 

a beverage in support of our lodge. 

Friday Entertainment Nights 

Late Night Specials 8-10 PM        

Meat & Cheese Tray w/Crackers 

$10 

Apple & Cheese Plate w/
Crackers                       
$8 

Pepperoni Pizza  

$9 

Cheese Pizza  

$8 

What do you get when you combine style, grace, and volunteerism? Answer: April’s Elk of the Month, Donna Card. The many 

years of service, dedication, and countless hours of volunteering make Donna the easy choice for the month of April. She    

specifically has been seen going the extra mile, serving  Friday dinners and serving dinner recently at our Officer Inaugural Ball. 

Thank you Donna, you truly exemplify the mottos of Charity, Justice and Brotherly love. We are lucky to have 

her as a member of  Bremerton Lodge # 1181. 

Texas Hold’Em March         
Winners                                                                                                                      

1st place Pam Carpenter       
2nd Lloyd Webster                   

3rd Bob Lauck. Reminder the 
tournaments are on the 4th 

Saturday each month at noon                                            
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May 

2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 

 

27 28 29 30 31 June 1         
West Coast 

Swing Boot 

Camp           

2:30-5:30 

 HOP  11:30-2 

Lodge Meeting              

Initiation 7pm 

   Mexican 

train noon       

Elk races Dinner 

Chili Dog with 

Fries or Chips 5 

pm  $10          

Races 6:15 

LOE  Dinner     

6 pm  

Lodge 

Meeting 7 pm 

Bar Open 4-8 pm 

Lodge menu 5-7  

Board & House 

Mtg 6pm          

7:00 Joker’s Wild  

Orientation 6:30  

Lodge  Meeting 

7 pm 

LOE Board 

Meeting  6 PM  

 Bag  Ladies 10 

   Mexican train noon       

   Mexican 

Train noon       

Travel N Fun 

Dinner 6 

Meeting 7PM 

Texas  Hold’Em            

Tournament noon 

Bar Open 4-8 

pm Lodge 

menu 5-7  

Open Lodge  

Youth Night    

7 pm 

Bar Open 4-8 

pm Lodge 

menu 5-7  

Rueben Sandwich 

Joker’s Wild 7:00  

Member Bingo 

7:30 

7:00 Joker’s Wild  

Ravioli 

Grilled Chicken 

Ham Steak Mac & 

Cheese 

Grilled Cheese 

PER 6:15 Lodge 

Meeting 7 pm 

Fish Fry or      

Chicken Strips 

Pot Roast 

    Tea Dance                           

Terry West        

12:30-3:30 $10              

Ender Brothers 

Just Jay’s Luck 

Friday music starts at 7:00   $5 cover charge 

May 9, Tea Dance                

12:30- 3:30  $10                                    

Music DJ Terry West                                   

Mexican train bar menu available Tuesdays Texas Hold’Em 10:30 AM Wed & Fri 

Thursday Lodge nights-Bar open 4-10.                     

Closed during meeting. Dinners served  5-6.                                       

Friday Dinners served  5:30-7pm.                        

Lodge Late Night Specials on entertainment Friday 

nights served 8-10 pm 

West Coast 

Swing Lesson  

6:30       

Bar Open 4-8 pm 

Lodge menu  5-7   

West Coast 

Swing Lesson  

6:30       

West Coast 

Swing Lesson  

6:30       

Foxtrot Lesson  

6:30       

West Coast 

Swing Lesson  

6:30       

Bar Open 4-8 pm 

Lodge menu 5-7  

   Mexican train Retsil 

Bingo 

6:00 

Hot Beef         

Sandwich 

Breakfast For   

Dinner 

7:00 Joker’s Wild  

7:00 Joker’s Wild  

PER Hamburgers 

on the Pati 

(HOP)  11:30-2 

Kentucky Derby 

Party 2-4, Live Elk 

Races 2:45, contests 

for best hat & bow-

tie.       Mariners vs 

Astros  4:15 game Turkey 

Mother’s Day 
Brunch           

10 AM Ceremony 
11-1 Brunch 

Indy 500 race 

9:45 AM game 

room. Bring a 

snack to share Mariners Vs 

Astros 6:40 

Karaoke 

Night 5-10 

Steak Night  or 

Grilled chicken  

4-8 pm 

Family Feud   
6-8 $5 per 
person to 

play 

Dahlia 

Planting Help 

needed 10-2 

Dahlia Sale at 

the shelter   

11-3 


